again and again, and for many, forms part of the Society's treasure.
What of the response of a more recent member? I could not credit that younger anaesthetists who value the role and status of the specialty today would not derive great benefit from knowing more about the men and women on whose shoulders they stand. Their story is told with due but not exaggerated pride in achievement, and the pen pictures are accurate portrayals of warm and dedicated people.
Regrettably, medicine is still under siege and, too often, it seems that all that matters are fees, staffing, lack of equipment, poor community attitudes and government intervention. This book confirms that none of that is new and that we have always had to struggle. But 'the Society had its origins in the educational needs of anaesthetists', and since these needs will always exist, it is vital not to allow the distractions to stand in the way of a full professionalism. While we may not wish to emulate the methods of our predecessors (in some instances, heaven be thanked for that), neither should we fail to meet our challenges with less than their courage and good humour, as here displayed.
What will a non-member make of it all? I can't say. This story is most nearly akin to a family history, and like any such that is well written, as this is, the story of everyman is there to be uncovered by anyone who cares to try. Such stories are at the same time typical of their kind, and yet singUlar. Since I share the bias of both authors towards the Society, I have found its singularities most appealing, and to every reader I wish you similar happy hunting. BRIAN The chapter on ophthalmological examinations appears to be directed at the junior medical students rather than consultants in neurosurgery or intensive care. The chapter on management of patients during extracranial vascular surgery is very superficial. The overall quality of this volume is such that I cannot recommend purchase of this book for either personal or library use.
M. LOUGHHEAD

Royal Hobart Hospital
Hobart, Tasmania 175X250. This new edition of Sir Robert Macintosh's classic text is a welcome addition to our library shelves. It is a substantial volume with many new chapters on a range of topics including the Structure of Matter, Anaesthetic Breathing Systems, Electromagnetic Radiation, Electricity, Electronics, Humidity and some mathematics. In addition, many of the existing chapters have been reassembled in a more logical framework and substantially amplified. The inclusion of the new material creates a somewhat quaint mixture of the very old and the new. I was, for instance, intrigued to find Waller's Chloroform Balance and Clover's Chloroform Apparatus, complete with diagrams of facemask, etc., located in a chapter on Structure of Matter alongside sections on Radioactive Decay and Relative Atomic Mass. Nevertheless, the additions have been made without loss of the simplicity and the clarity for which earlier editions were justly renowned. It remains a very readable book, written by anaesthetists for anaesthetists and rich in practical examples of great relevance to our specialty. My major criticism is that too much detail from the old edition has been retained on matters of less than immediate interest to the modern anaesthetist. For example, at least some of the 36 pages on gas regulators or 85 pages on explosions, etc., might have been better applied to other new topics like digital electronics or microprocessors which are currently revolutionising our monitoring apparatus. Strict adherence to SI units might provide difficulties for readers in this country.
R. F. SALAMONSEN 
Alfred Hospital Prahran, Victoria 3181
Pulse Oximetry, J. B. Payne and J. W. Severinghaus, editors; Springer-Verlag, Berlin, Heidelberg, 1986; $67.25; pp. 197; 170 X 249 ; DA Book (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 163, Mitcham, Victoria 3132. This well-presented book contains the proceedings of a three-day symposium on the clinical applications of oximetry held in the U.K. in May 1985. The meeting was organised by the Research Department of Anaesthetics of the Royal College of Surgeons of England and Ohmeda, who also acted as sponsors.
The well-indexed and referenced text consists of twenty-three appropriately illustrated papers mostly presented by eminent international anaesthetists, interspersed with nine discussion periods. Definitions and symbols used in pulse oximetry lead on to the history and then the principles of pulse oximetry. Most of the papers that follow are enthusiastic reports of clinical applications of the now superseded Biox III oximeter. The principles and applications quoted are nevertheless valid for current pulse oximeters.
During discussion sessions the Ohmeda engineers offer useful technical information on the Biox instruments that is not available elsewhere. Ross Holland provides an opposing view for the many advocates of 'pulse oximeters for all patients' by indicating that the only indispensable monitor in the operating theatre is a trained experienced person.
This text provides a wealth of background information on pulse oximetry, its limitations and applications, but restricts detailed discussion to Biox Ohmeda pulse oximeters. Swan as series editors. Twenty-three authors contributed to the fifteen chapters. Nine of these fifteen chapters deal primarily wjth the cardiorespiratory systems and repetition is very obvious. I fail to see why these chapters could not have been condensed into two. Reference to oxygen saturation monitoring did not include new generation monitors or the continuous direct method. This is disappointing in a 1987
DAVID GRIFFITHS
Royal Hobart Hospital Tasmania
